A novel surface antigen expressed by mature and activated rabbit T-lymphocytes.
The monoclonal antibody (Mab) 93C6 was used to identify a surface molecule expressed by mature and activated rabbit T-lymphocytes. This antigen was virtually absent in cells of the thymus (5% positive cells). All 93C6-positive cells expressed the rabbit pan-T marker L11-135 and proliferated in response to concanavalin A (Con A). When lymphocytes were activated in the presence of Con A, the expression of the 93C6 molecule was quantitatively increased. Con A stimulation alone did not markedly enhance expression of this antigen by thymocytes, but stimulation with both Con A and interleukin-2 (IL-2) resulted in a population of thymocytes that expressed the antigen in a manner quantitatively similar to that of mature T-cells in other tissues.